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Map shows the North Cape, off which the Scharnhorst was sunk on 
Sunday. 


THE 26,000-ton ‘German battleship Scharnhorst iti a 


-. 


kt Clontart li 
ARCTIC SEA ! Mansion 
Convoy Batt] e ó) FTER pouring water on it almos: 
In Darkness 


continuously for nearly three 
days, fire broke out again ga 
beday in the gutted’ shell of the Yu A 
1@ splendid Clontarf mansion, st. É eS 
i Which was destroyed on @e ' 
mas Eve. OA iG | 
sands of gallons of water had 
poured on before the fresh 
ik was subdued. 
check-up on the ful, 
extent of the salvage has been 
earrie@ out, it will not be possible 
to give an estimate of the t arwoge 


of? 


was sunk on Sunday in a naval action ‘in the 


Arctic. 
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oL. muheo's, UlOntar!, atter tne fire vion vLrOke out on Christmas Eve, 
and destroyed large stocks of A.R.P. equipment. 
gear is on the left. 
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INVASION CHIEF 
APPOINTED 


Eisenhower in. 


a Supreme Command 


BE ARLY invasion of Europe from the West by the 
á — greatest and most perfectly equipped Allied ex- 
peditionary force in history is As sa in simul- 
taneous announcements from London and Washington, 


i & 
> 4 
$ 
> 
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Some of the salvaged 


For a considerable period the 
mansidh was used as stock head. 
quartets for A.R.P. equipnient and 
medical supplies, the property of 
Dublin (Corporation and the Depart- 
ment of Defence, and it is likely 
that a! private inquiry into the 
affair will be held by the Govern- 
ment 4 


The following communiqué was issued by th 
British’ Admiralty :— ite: 


"This afternoon, December 26th, the German 
battleship Scharnhorst was brought to action by units 
of the Home Fleet, under the command of Admiral 


Dragged 
Two Miles 
Behind. Car 


LULLED behind a car for over 
P two miles, his body bumping 

against the ground, Maurice 
Healy. aged 56, a dealer, of Lower 
Beechwood avenue, was found on 
Christmas Eve lying on the Still- 
organ road, near its junction with 
Nutley Park. 

The collision took place about 
7.95 p.m., when Mr. Healy, with his 
vegetable cart, was doing a round of 
shops in the Ranelagh district. Ap- 
parently, he was crossing the road, 
near the junction with Chelmsford 
roud, when a car coming from the 
city struck him. People on the road 
heard_the cries of the injured man 
and looked around, to see the car 
continuing on its way with Healy 
being dragged behind, his leg seem- 
ingly caught in the rear of the car. 
Some onlookers shouted to attract 
the driver’s attention, but tbe car 
did not step, None of the witnesses 
of the accident Seefns \to-» we noticed 
the number of the car? : 


ON ROADSIDE 


The car, with the man being 
dragged behind, was subsequently 
seen travelling along Sandford road, 
Eglinton road, through Donnybrook, 
and out the Stillorgan road. A short 
distance outside: Donnybrook people 
on the road heard him cry out: 
“Help, help, stop,” and saw him 
being dragged along. They; - too, 
joined in the cry. 

" A woman noticed the car and the 
man near Nutley lane shortly after 
half-past seven, and telephoned to 
the police. A car went out in search 
of him, but it. was about nine 
oclock when he was found sittin 
by ‘the side of the road stil 
_conscious. He was taken to the 
Royal City of Dublin Hospital, and 
found to be suffering from a 
fractured skull and severe injuries 
to the body. 

\ police announcement, broadcast 
hy Radio Eireann, asks for witnesses 
of the accident, or of the subsequent 
movements of a car, which is he- 
heved to be a Ford, dark in colour, 
but with a brightlv-coloured rear 
humper. Witnesses should ’phone 


dhí 


Battle for 


Raging 


reports. 
The latest communiqué 
Allied H.Q., North Africa, states : 
Navy.—During Thursday 


sank a caique. ' 


front of the 5th Army group pre- 
vented any large scale operations. 
Fierce fighting continues in Ortona. 
The enemy is kting driven out 
street by street. ndian troops 
complete: the capture of Villa- 
Grande, inflicting casualties and 
taking prisoners. In the central 
sector of the 5th Army front our 
troops attacked and occupied two 
important hills. : 
Aie.—On Sunday, in the El) rwwee 
area, Prato aad’ PYistofa railway 
jwsttions “an the key-point at 
mpoli were bombed by strong 
forces of our medium bombers. 
Other activity was generally ham- 
pered by adverse weather. 


ALLIED THRUSTS 


The German communiqué said:— 
“On the south Italian front the 
enemy yesterday carried out only 
isolated unsuccessful thrusts. The 
heavy street fighting in the town 
of Ortona still continues. On the 
Dalmatian coast, the island of Kor- 
cula was cleared of Communist 
bands. Our troops annihilated over 
500 bandits in heavy fighting, and 
brought in several guns and 


vehicles.’’ 

Reuter’s special correspondent at 
Allied H.Q. states:—Aiter seven 
days and nights of street fighting 
the Germans now hold only the 
smallest outer fringe of sheW-torn 
Ortona. Canadian tanks are slowly 
battering their way into the north- 
west corner of the town. 

The Germans are clinging grimly 
to every vantage point, but in the 
past- 24 hours they have been cleared 
from two more blocks of buildings. 
The German Command attempted to 
relieve the pressure by launching a 
flank attack on the Allied force in 


Ortona Still 


HE grim battle for Ortona, in 
Eastern Italy, is still going 
on, according to last night’s 

from 
Na night 
British destroyers shelled Drvenik, 
on the Dalmatian coast. They also 


Army.—Heavy rain all along the 


numerous arms, munitions, and small} 


Sir Bruce Fraser, K.C.B., K.B.E., which was cover- 


ing a North Russian convoy. Scharnhorst was sunk 
this evenifig off the North Cape. ' 


. The North Cape is in the extreme north of Nor- 
way, on the convoy route to Murmansk, and is well 
within the Arctic Circle. 


None of the British ships was lost. 


the command ‘of Captain 
Hintze, was encircled by enemy 
units. She sank with hey colours 
flying towards 19.30, after having 
inflicted heavy damage upon the 
enemy, firing till the last shell was 
spent. 

‘‘The remaining German 
participating in the battle 
no loss.” 

The British Admiralty’s silence 
since the communiqué was issued on 
Sunday suggests, states the Press 
Association, that the Russian con- 
voy, which the British shins were 
protecting, is stil] proceeding on its 
voyage, so necessitating wireless 
silence. In this event, it is un- 


. } Y! 
‘ r , 


HE German pocket-battleship, 
T Luetzow, was damaged in the 


RAPID SPREAD 


The fire began on the second floor 
early on friday morning, and it 
was somé minutes before it was 
noticed bythe caretaker, Mr. Hugh 
Savage, who, with his wife and 
iamily, livéd on part of the premises, 
and, incidéntally, lost virtually all 
his belongings. In a matter of 
ifteen minutes the flames had 
spread fromthe front toa the back 
of the building on the northern side, 
and, to _ matters perhaps a 
little worse, the Fire Brigade Jacked 
at the beginhing the assistance of 
local knowledge which would have 
enabled them to pump water from 
the nearby Nanniken River. 

The firemen were obliged to work 
for some time ‘with a comparatively 
poor supply of water from mains in 
front of the house. In the circum- 
stances they achieved remarkable 
results in saving’ a very large 
quantity of the supplies, among 
he salvaged property ‘being 
thousands of rubber boots, gas 
masks, babies’ protective masks, 
cylinders of oxygen, and hundreds 
of cases of medical supplies, includ- 
ing bandages and chemicals; con- 
fining the fire to the centre and 
northern wing, and keeping the 
south wing virtually intact. ‘ They 
worked like slaves,” a Civic Guard 


said of them, “fighting the flames 


Arctic sea action, according 
to an Algiers message.—(A.P.) and taking out the stuff—some of it 
aighly dangeroug stuff. I saw one 


CS ema aT oun TTT UL 
“é reman come down a ladder and he 


likely “that any further communtiy could met straigiten his fingers after 
will be issued until the convoy h Spel] me Mahe: Hose.” 
at least passed the danger zones. F very, Civie: Guards—there were 
Because of conditions in these|dver sévents:./police there—L.D.F. 
latitudes at this time of the year,/and~.L.8.F. jmembers. helped the 
the battle in Arctic waters must the morning. 
have been fought in darkness, and, 
may have lasted many hours. Star 
shells are used in such conditions 
to silhouette the opposing ships. 
It is thought probable that a 
British battleship of the King 
George V class was engaged in the 
battle. The Scharnhorst is believed 
to have a full speed of 29 knots. 
The King George V class was de- 


anly}signed to give a speed .of 20: knots.) oO Ae ° 
TÍ The sinking of the Scharnhorst New American Dive 


leaves Germany’s  surface-vessel Bomber in Action 


striking power reduced to two 
pocket battleships of 10,000 tons, The United States Navy’s newest 
dive-bomber—the Helldiver—was re- 


and some small cruisers. 
Tne Scharnhorst, built in 1936 and} sponsible for the majority of the 14 
Japanese ships sunk or damaged in 


completed in 1939, had a norma 
a raid by carrier--based ‘planes on 


crew of 1,461. With her. sister 

ship, Gneisenau, and the heavy) Rabaul Harbour on November 11th, 

cruiser Prince Eugen, she sailed up|/the United States Navy Department 

the English Channel in 1942 from/announced yesterday, says Reuter. 
The Navy Department said that 


Brest. They were escorted by de- 

stroyers and other protecting craft,| the Helldiver is fast enough to keep 

and every’ available Luftwaffe up with its speedy new fighter 

‘plane formed umbrella cover.| escorts, the Hellcat’ and the Corsair. 
The new ’plane’s performance and 


General 


Kiev salient, 
to regroup. 


At 


less critical. 
pregnable 


A second British Admiralty com-{under 
muniqué, received early this morn- 
ing,’ stated :— 

‘It is not yet possible to give a 
detailed account of the action in 
which the German battleship Scharn- 
horst was sunk. It can, however, 
be stated that the convoy was un- 
molested, and cnly minor damage 
was sustained by two of H.M. 


g ost 
err Hitler’s Headquarters yes- 
terday gave this official account of 
thé action :— | 

“On December 26th a formation of 
German naval forces under the com- 
mand of Rear-Admiral Bey attacked 
a convoy in the Arctic Sea bound 
for the Soviet Union, and caused 
heavy damage to the convoy and 
the enemy escort forces. 
‘In protracted engagements with 
far superiey. British naval forces the 
battleship Scr r% 1wter the 
command of Captain Hintze, ais 
after a heroic fight to the last roun 
of ammunition.” 
The German Naval High Com- 
mand published the following de- 
tails :'— 
““Several days ago an enemy 
convoy bound for Murmansk was ob- 
served by German reconnaissance 
aircraft. This convoy carried war 
equipment and food supplies for the 
Russian front, The task force of 
the German Navy was, therefore, 
sent against it, amd off the North 
Cape the convoy was intercepted. 


SURPRISE MOVE 


“Poor weather allowed 
limited visibility. On December 
26th, towards 11 a.m., the battle 
cruiser Scharnhorst, with the com- 
mander of destroyers, Rear-Admiral 
Bey, as C.-in-C, of the task force, 
on board, established fighting con- 
tact with escort units, consisting of 
destroyers and cruisers protecting 
the con¥oy. 

“In the course of the engage- 
ment the enemy succeeded, by a sur- 
prise move, which, owing to the pre- 
IN poor visibility, could not at 
first be discerned, ‘in bringing up 
heavy units. 

' After several 


for the final a 
ing Gorodok 


units 
suffered 


days. 


RECOIL 


whelming for 


offensive, 

states. 
Colonel 

military 


the 


approaches 
positions, 
pletely 
rositions.’’ 


undertaken, it js stated that a very 
large quantity of “anpplies _ stil! 
remains in the cellars beneath the 
mansion, and efforts will Bea 7” in 
a day or two to recover it. » '? 
sumably it is intact, and is now e 
likely to have suffered 
from the water. 


dent stated, 


stern 


south, 


an 
hours of the/The ships, though damaged by Teheran, 


The Russian 
salient came later than was originally 
expected, but it came with over- 
The Germans are 
fighting savagely, but their general 
position is worse now than at ‘the 
time they started their Kiev counter- 
Correspondent 


ec. 


to 


Vatutin 
through on a 50-mile front in the 
Marshal 
Manstein is making desperate efforts 


and 


barrier 
States, is now stripped of its outer 
defences on all sides, and exposed 
After storm- 


ssault. 


(on Christmas 
last important outpost to the north 
of the city, the Red Army has pushed 


on to a point five miles from the city.? 
More than 1,500.places have been RAIL LINK CUT 
liberated during the past twelve 


Reuter’s 


the 


recoil 


GERMAN POSITION 
ENDANGERED 


HE German Armies in Southern Russia are facing by far the 
most dangerous crisis since the Soviet break-through on the 
Dnieper line two and a half months ago, Reuter’s Special Corre- 


spondent cables from Moscow. 


has 


Vitebsk, 350 miles to 
north, the German position is hardly 
Vitebsk, once an 1m- 


to the 


von Hammer, 
commentator, 
night that at only a few points in 
Vitebsk-Nevel 
Soviets succeed in breaking into the 
German 
‘*where they were com- 
checked by 


areas 


Germ 


in the Kiev 


stated 


on Christmas Eve, of the following “' second front "" 
appointments. | 


General Owight D. Eisenhower, Eisenhower stated: 
hitherto Allied Commander in|N 
the M@literranean Area, is to be 
Supreme Commander of the 
British and American forces now 
being organised in the United 
Kingdom for the invasion of 


Europe. 


Generali Sir Bernard Montgomery, 
leader of the Eighth Army, will 
command the British forces 
under General Eisenhower. 
Generai Sir Henry Maitland Wilson, 
Commander-in-Chief in the Middle 
East, becomes supreme Allied 
(Commander in the Mediterranean 
theatre. 
Genera: Sir Harold Alexander, 
General Eisenhower's deputy, 
becomes Commander-in-Chief of 
the Allied Armies in Italy. 
Lisutenant-General Carl Spaatz, at 
present in charge of the 
American Air Force in the 
Mediterranean theatre, is to 
command the American strategic 
hombing force operating against 
Germany. 
The following additional appoint- 
ments were announced Jast mght in 
I.ondon :—To be Commander-in- 
Chief, Middle East, under the 
Supreme Allied Commander. Medt- 
terranean Theatre, General Sir Ber- 
nard Paget;, Deputy Supreme Com. 
mander under General Eisenhower, 
Air Chief-Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder. 
Reports from Washington’ on 
Saturday, quoted by Reuter, stated 
that almost three-quarters of the 
troops engaged-—73 per cent. —will be 
American. That is one of the 
reasons for the appointment of an 
American officer as Commander-in- 
(Chief. 


WIN IN 1944 . 


President Roosevelt revealed that 
the United States has 5,800,000 ser- 
vice-men on duty overseas—double 


“The United 
Nations will win the European war 

in 1944. He spoke modestly of- his 
gigantic new task, and said that 
only time would tell whether or not 

he was the right man for the job. 
General Eisenhower did not learn ;. 
of his new appointment at Cairo, 
The first news he had of it was | 
when President Roosevelt on his id 
way hack to America stopped off to 
visit him and said: “ You'd better ** 
be getting ready to pack and leave 

for a new job—commanding the 
Furopean invasion.”’ 
Mr. Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State. said yesterday 
in Washington: “(General Eisen- 
hower is correct in his assumption 
that the United Nations will win 
the European war in 1944.” 
German newspapers, according to 
the German News Agency, front- 
paged General Eisenhower's ap- 
pointment, stating that the Allies 
now, apparently, mean business 
about a second front. 

Dr. Halfeld, editor of the 
Hamburger Fremdenblatt, writes: 
‘‘Jt must be clear that an invasion 
of the French coastline, with Britain 
as the base, is being planned. The 
Mediterranean is also likely to be 
the theatre of more Allied offensive 
operations.” | 
Marshals Romme! and Von Rund- 
stedt have just completed a second 
front council of war, the German 
News Agency announced last night. 
Dr. Goebbels, in an interview with 
the chief correspondent of the Ger- 
man News Agency, said:—‘‘ For 
Over a year we have counted with 
cool contemplation on this develop- 
ment, and we are prepared for the 
grand battle. Since we know well 
what is at stake—our existence—ws 
are sure that our arms, in the hands 
of soldiers determined to the last, 
will bring victory. 

“We have become accustomed to 
the thought that this war will be a 


German Radio last night stated :— 
‘* Russian units have broken into the 
town of Shatsilki (on the Beres:na). 
Later the enemy was dislodged from 
the area of the railway station and 
driven back to the outskirts of the 
town. 

“In the areas of Zhitomix” and 
Vitebsk the Russians on Sunda 
continued their winter offensive wit 
all the forces at their command. 
They have brought up fresh and 
rested troops which are storming 
incessantly against the German 
positions.’’ 


broken 


von 
United States 


the 


Baltic 


Eve), 


The Soviet communiqué said :— 
““In the Vitebsk direction our troops 
continued offensive operations and 
occupied over 30 inhabited localities, 
cutting the Vitebsk-Polotsk railway 
line. 

‘* Troops of the first Ukrainian front 
continued successfully. to develop 
their offensive and occupied two 
district centres of the Zhitomir 
region and also 100 inhabited 
localities. North of Kirovograd 
attacks by German infantry and 
tanks were repelled.”’ 

Sunday’s communique reported -« 
penetration to a depth of 26 miles on 
a 50-mile front in the Kiev bulge, 
and the capture of Radomysl, less 
main}than 30 miles east of Zhitomir. 
‘* Four,German tank and six infantry 
divisions were routed, and 15,000 
3ermans killed. 


German 
last 


dd the 


an bolt 


offensives 


LÁ, owt the singe aia “GIGANTIC ATTACK ON 
GERMANY PLANNED”. 


seriously) (<q g@R.CHURCHILL, Marshal 
i M Stalin and myself agreed 
at Teheran | 
with. the. launching}concerned 
Germany, |[principles which involve the security 
d 
Christmas Eveé- broadcasts, BC 
“The Russian Army,” thé” Piesi- 
“will continue 
Germany 's 
Eastern front, the Allied armies in 
Italy and Africa will bring relent- 
less pressure on Germany irom the 
and now the 
will be complete as great American 
and British forces attack from other 
points of the compass. 
‘During the last two days at 
Marshal 


on 


Stalin, 


on 


encirclement 


very long one. That is why I do 
not say that 1944 will bring the end 
of the war in Europe.” 


the figure of a year ago. 
At a farewell gathering of news- 
papermen in North Africa General 


‘ 


No Recognition of 
Bolivia by U.S.A. 


Mr. Cordell Hull, U.S. Secretary 
of State, has informed the Inter- 
American Advisory Committee for 
Political Defence that the U.S. has ™ 
approved the Committee’s resolution 
not to recognise any <Americam 
Government established by force, 
without prior consultation among the 
American Republics, says a Reuter 
message from Washington. This re- 
solution, in éffect, means that the 
new Bolivian Government has not 


German Blows in 
Balkans 


Agency re 


—ROOSEVELT 


disastrous notion that they ‘consti- 

tute the master race. 
‘In these conferences we were 

with ‘basic principles— 


The German News 
ported yesterday that a “strong 
Partisan group led by Captain 
Jefferies, a British officer, was anni- 
hilated, "g- kalled, -1n an 
engagement “with Germans. in 


Bosnia. Among 38 prisoners 
Sper Captein Yefferies him- 
self two. N.C.O.s of Wye British 


liaison staff, it is stated. . 
Yugo-Slav Partisans reported yes- 
terday that an Axis garrison \, ut been recognised. “- D i 
Tovarnik, in the Croat province iil, According to the State arses 
Srijem, had been anninilated, with en (r the Committee s resolution 
the capture of quantities of warjhas\ been sent to every American 


material. that another Axis unit at ehivis except Argentina and 
Potocica. in the Sandjak, between Bolivia. 


. a be ‘ 3 H :. ssace to 
I oO 1 Serbia, had been}, The Comnmitee, in a messag 
Monteneg: O ind r Mr. Cordell Hin], sald that there 


every 


in histand the welfare -and the standard 
of living of human beings in 
countries, large and small... . 

“Britain, Russia; ‘China and the 
United States and their Allies re- 
present more than three-quarters. of 
the total population of the earth. 
As long as these four nations with 
was military power stick together in 
etermination to keep the peace, there 
will be no possibility of an aggres- 
sor nation arising to start another 
world war. But these four Powers 
must be united and _ co-operative 
with all the treedom-loving peoples 


its 


Mr. 


that trains on the 


Donny brook Garda Station or at any 


other police station. defeated: 


Zagreb-Belgrade railway had been 
derailed, and that an attempt by 
German troops to Jand on an island 
off the Croat coast had been re 
pulsed. 


Churchili and I looked ahead to the ree bá 
days and months and years which EI _ mee ie epee yp and 
will ee va oe Wel nation Bunú ta Bon snag 
vere united in determination tha Pou s. I I 
chicueny must be stripped of her chy stagger AR gas aa jealously 
military might, and be given moja.) vithin bs ee Re ablic i 
opportunity within the foreseeable| sm, vear I ean sa cen alia 
future to regain that might. The iat Ésá áin A ‘hes fe 
United Nations have no intention aga SE ser mpi ore a le future 
to enslave the German people. We 'w 1 real substantial confidence that y 
wish them to have a normal chance ais great the cost. Peace On; Wurtemberg, Southern Germany, 
to develop in peace as useful and vag ass eye Sgpes can be, last night, said a Stuttgart message 
vespectable members of the FKuropean ee” Fá 3 ise ld- aa to the German News Agency. 
family. But we most certainly em- bie oe uii á ms "a w no To.d rs 
Patrick McCusker, one of the/phasise that word, respectable—for aca “Fan Cape as h Ó ay : 
internees. who escaped from Derry'we intend to rid them once and for cane “a hich ind: the "ie le 7 
Prison early in the year, was again ql] of Nazism and Prussian mili- long.” 8 ime may ve 
taken into custody in Belfast yester-tarism, and the fantastic and Discussing ds Fh éi cáil a 
Bar aw clared: “' Essential to all peace and 


gi security in the Pacific and in the 
NEW ce i NDING IN rest of the world is the permanent 


elimination of the Empire of Japan 
as a potential force of aggression.” 

mishaps were reported in the opera. 

tion. which went. exactly to schedule, 


Pope Appeals 
For Peace 

as did the subsidiary landing. 

It was midday when the Japanese 


An appeal for peace in the new 
first offered serious opposition, send- 


year was made by the Pope un a 
ing éver 30 or 40 bombers and 40 or message broadcast to the world from 
50 fighters. Allied interceptors shot 


Vatican City on Christmas Eve. 
down 46. One small escort vessel We pray that this may be the 
was the only Allied loss. 


last.Christmas of the war and that 
The capture of Cape Gloucester will] ¥® shall celebrate next Christmas in 
give the Allies complete control of 


peace,” he said. | 
the Vitiaz and Dampier Straits and All you who have responsible 
the Huon Gulf waters, with access positions listen to me—let the ruins 
to the Bismarck Sea, which the 


around you serve as a warning. Rise 
Japanese have used extensively for above yourselves, above all feelings 
convoys to Rabaul. 


of military superiority. 
Figures given by Admiral that 


“Peace will not mean 
Shi i be taken, toge- 
himado. Japanese Secretar , of measures should not . 
es ii that during the last|ther with the necessary guarantees 
two months Allied losses were :—16 


and restrictions, to prevent any 
aircraft carriers, 5 battleships, 26 strong force from committing aggres- 
cruisers, 1 destroyer, 11 submarines 


sion upon humanity a oe 

iti i to speak o ose 

and 33 transports. In addition, 8| The Pope went on 
aircraft ra: an 4 battleships, 26 who aspired to the possession of force 
cruisers, 8 destroyers, 15 trans- and mastery, saying that má toe 
ports were heavily damaged, and contemplated with horror the blooc 
916 aircraft shot down. " land tears, the graves full of corpses, 
On the Japanese side, two de- multiplied and scattered over every 
stroyers were sunk, two cruisers 


region of the earth, and the gradual] Wa Sr. 
slightly damaged, and 200 aircraft collapse of civilisation, the progres-| iad 
lost. 


is great danger What totalitarian 
elements of farce my take posses- 
sion of the Governmenfof Ameri- 
can Republics.” IS. 

Fears that the “new  BolivA. 
Government may soon line up with “om 
Argentina and repudiate Bolivia's . 
former anti-Axis are ex- 
pressed by the unofficial, but 
authoritative, Army and Navy 
Journal, says Reuter’s Washington 
correspondent. 


fiercest action the  Scharnhorst,|/British 'planes, got through. 


striking power are still secrets, but 
great advances have been in- 
corporated. 


A Navy official said the new 
‘plane could take off and land on 
any type of aircraft-carrier now in 


er oper Its two bombs are com- 


‘ pletely enclosed in the fuselage, 
enabling greater speed and better 


the town. German troops were sent 
to infiltrate into the. south-western 
suburbs of Ortona, but they were 
immediately engaged and wiped out. 

Fresh gains have been made by the 
Fifth Army. Fighting in a heavy 
rainstorm, American troops occupied 
two more heights in the San Murco 
mountain pass, and are continuing 
their advance.— (Reuter. ) 


Mr. Churchill Looks 


Forward 


Mr. Churchill, acknowledging in a 
message from 10 Downing street last 
night—Christmas greetings sent by 
triends, '“ known and unknown,” in 
all parts of the world—spoke of 
looking forward to his return to 
England. 


Earthquake Shocks.—Three earth- policy 
uake shocks were felt throughout 


handling in flight. 


—MR. DE VALERA. 


Internee Re-arrested , 


acquired what adversity can teach 
or can give. 

He believed that we had, as a 
nation, the foundations on which we 
can confidently build, and which 
warrant us to face the future with- 
out minimising its difficulties and 
dangers, and yet without being in 
any way daunted by them. 


Cargo of Oranges 
land. | Reaches Dublin 
ie bulletin issued on Christmas 


Day was signed by only two doctors,| A cargo of oranges arrived in 
Lord Moran, who is Mr. Churchill’s | Dublin during the week-end, but 
personal medical attendant, and|too late for Christmas marketing. 
Brigadier Evan Bedford. It ran: |It is expected that they will be on 
“The Prime Minister is making |sale in the shops to-day or to- 
Fleady progress and gathering}morrow. They are said to be in|deserve for us to be singled out 
strength.” e ! good condition. from the majority of mankind for 
CS brintanh hiad HHiEe di oGNimHh ana: such a favour from Heaven. 
ae We ought all to realise that whilst 
| shar this, war lasts there can be no 
security—no assurance that some 
sudden unexpected turn will not 
bring us to the stark horrors which 
have been brought to so many mil- 
lions of the human race. To forget 
our dangers! would be, in fact, to 
court them and to run the gravest 
of risks. We cannot afford to become 
im any way complacent, We must 
continue to stand on guard, no mat-iCanadian Government that he was 
ter what it may cost us. unable physically to carry on. His 
We had much to be proud of injrequest was acceded to ‘because of 
the national solidarity with which|this, ‘‘and in view also of the re- 
we had, so far, faced the problemsjquirements of impending opera- 
of the war. In this, under God, had/itions.”’ 
been our safety. Every section had| No successor has yet been ap- 
shown its willingness to take its|pointed, but Lt.-General K. Stuart, 
share of the sacrifice. Tens ofjnow Chief of the’ Canadian General 
thonsands of our young men had en-|Staff in Ottawa, who planned the 
rofied in the Army, putting aside|Canadian operations against the 
their personal interests and putting|Japanese at Kiska, in the Aleutians, 
in the first place the safety of thejand who was present as a front line 
nation. Tens of thousands of others|General when Sicily was invaded, 
had given up their leisure in ser- takes over actin command, as well 
vico with the auxiliary defencejas becoming Chief of Staff in Lon- 
forces. The farmers had respondedidon. He is 52. 
splendidly to the call mdde upon) Jt is also disclosed that Canadian 
thet, and to a considerable extent troops in the Mediterranean have 
had made us independent of outside|peen’ increased to form a new corps. 
sources for essential foods. The or-jynder Lt,-General Crerar, designer 
ganised workers had done their part,|/of Canada’s modern Army. 


lá AMERICAN RAILWAYS TAKEN OVER 


As the crisis in the world conflict 

develops, the nations involved yi 

As) “in eq ó ear en Rr tute estimates that, as a result of the 
stoppage, U.S. steel output this week 
will be the lowest of any week since 


single aim of a speedy victory, leav- 
ing less and less for those outside 
the National Defence programme 
started in 1940. 


the conflict. That will be amú 
Ín a message to President Roose- 


lanxious period for us. But we 
velt, Representative Jed Johnson 


should regard it as a challenge call. 

ing for still greater effort towards 
urged reclassification in the army 
draft for steel workers who refuse to 


the- development -of ,our own re- 
return to work immediately. 


HERE is an ever-present 
in anxiety with the thoughtful 

among us that our good for: 
tune in being ‘spared the misery of 
war may not continue, said Mr. de 
Valera, broadcasting from Radio 
Eireann on Christmas Day. That 
anxiety, he said, was prompted by 
the consciousness that there was no 
special merit of ours which would 
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| landed at Cape Gloucester, 
on the western end of New 
Britain, under cover of a heavy 
smokescreen laid down by ’planes, 
early on Sunday, were last night 
converging on two important 
Japanese airfields. 

The landing was 
opposed, according 
Special Correspondent. 

This new. stroke, following the 
Allied landing at Arawe, 70 miles 
to the south-east two weeks ago, 
gives General MacArthur two beach- 
heads on New Britain from which to 
launch his final assault ‘on Rabaul. 
American and Australian warships, 
with continuous air support screen, 
led the transports and landing crait, 
and a simultaneous subsidiary land- 
ing was made on the eastern side of 
the Cape. 

When the assault craft were still 
about 1,000 yards off-shore the 
‘planes showered the whole. area. 
with smoke-bombs, which blanketed 
the beach, In this smoke blanket the 
landing craft clawed their way 
ashore, and the marines pushed in- 
land. Not a man was lost and no 


Commander-in-Chief of the 
First Canadian Army, has, at 
his own request, been relieved of his 
command because of ill-health. He 
is 56, and one of Canada’s most 
eminent ‘scientists 
The announcement, issued yester- 
day, stated that he had advised the 


li 


AA “wsaca shock troops, who 


virtually un- 
to Reuter's 


ier. 


sive disappearance of even material | é” 
prosperity. They saw also the/; o 
deepening of hatred which inflamed 
peoples against one another, and left 
no.room for hope in the future. 

“ We see, indeed,” he continued, 
“only a conflict’ which degenerates 
into that form of warfare that 
excludes all restriction and restraint, | am 
as if it were the Apocalyptic expres-| = 
sion of a‘civilisation in which ever- 
growing technical expression “is 
accompanied by an ever greater | NN 
decline in the realms of the soul and | 4 mm 
of morality. It is a form of war 
which proceeds without intermission 
on its horrible way, and piles up 
8 hatred of such . Mac “ra the ms: 

| - ‘ [bloodstained and horrible pages © 
“A pproaching the = past history pale in FREE ' ns with 
&: 


End,” King Haakon| 


King Haakon, in @ message to 
Norway, broadeast from London, 
said:—‘* The progress the war 
makes us entitled to believe that 
we are now approaching the end, 
even if we must still be prepared 
for losses and great sacrifices. But 


comfort ” 
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\Y KILLINEY. Etc. 
OOD AND MODERN 


The President said that as strikes 
by three Brotherhoods hag been 
ordered for next Thursday he could 
not wait until the last moment to 
take action. He added: “ ITam 
accordingly obliged to take over at 
once the gar sate possession and 
control of railroa@s to ‘ensure their 
continued operation, . 

“Military: offensives now planned 
must not be delayed by interruption 
of vita] transportation facilities. If 
any employees of railways now 
strike they will be striking against 
the Government of the United 
States.” , 


STEEL STRIKE | 


Sume 150,000 steel workers were 
idle in the United States yesterday 
as un extensive strike in the industry 
over wage demands spread to 214 
ana ne PP og oe 
from Pittsburgh. e War our 
Board held an extraordinary session| ve 6ro a? the Ailies de not for 
ná  Naitioigee last night to discuss}... minute doubt that. Ín the end 


RESIDENT ROOSEVELT last, 
P night ordered Mr. Henry L. 
Stimson, Se States sm. 

| for War, to take over co 
of the nation’s railways immediately. 
The President’s action followed 
numerous aiit —— railway 

n ents and workers. 
ine a féil statement, President 
Roosevelt said the seizure of the 
railways. Was necessary - for the 
movement of troops and materials 
necessary yee in trafic an 


sources and ‘resourcefulness. The 
same determination and co-operation 
which had brought us through the 
last four and a quarter years would, 
if maintained, see. us through the 
sterner times which we are enter- : : 
ing. These sterner times would not supplies and food ‘for the pier? 
end with the armistice. The restric-/forces and civilian population, an 
tions in material things which the [as otherwise essential for the suc- 
war had brought would continue. | cessful haer Bg of the war. sal 
The return to peace would be for| The President stated that it . 
evéry nation a transition of the|been a reed by the moka the 
greatest difficulty. The nation which | Brother ood of Locomotive oa 
would. come through best would be|neers and the Brotherhood of Ral 
the, nation whose citizens have the|way Trainmen that the issues in- 
truest outlook upon life and: have|volved should be determined by the 
trained themselves in willing -co-|}President “in accordance with the 
operation. law,” and they would abide by his 

,dversit decision. 
sith for 4 nation. Through it San á The Áir grrf sise — i » doubt that, do the » 

tigers forget themselves |deternrined that “ five cents an CED ana wil mph.” —(P.A. 
sar cin trough tat sthews and iu | (about aA.) “effective immediately,| The stoppage spread, despite an asad 
enising their. dependence . on wa be paid as equivalent of, or - resident Roosevelt, who}. 

| of | lieu of, tlaims 


NO SALE CATALOGUE WILL BE ISSUED pele Ba fp. pert pa teh agg Mem Bs 
: ED | : | tel p going} 
: | V i AC tá 4 The win ite racer over 40 hours, “sad. for expenses der their old contracts until their 


hte hi Pia 8 anding ” | | : i Id be adjusted. More|l 
el Bip. pete ar Ya hed|while away from home. differences could 
be oO See ee eee eee The dispute over holiday pay was|than half the absentees were “in 


“For here my friends is a girl after 
my own heart. She will make a good wife 
for her. mind is clear and her wisdom 1s 
sound. She is going to begin 1944 wisely 
by selecting all her Furniture and Carpets 
from the Headquarters for Happy 
Homes.” ane 


=" gs — 


—————— 


Montgomery's “First 
Principle of War” 


“ The first. principle of war is that 
the battle. in the air must be won 
before. the land or sea battle is 
fought,’’ General Montgomery = 

ents 
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